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ascendency of that party depends the safety of this
great nation. If impartial suffrage is excluded in the
rebel States, then every one of them is sure to send a
solid rebel electoral vote. They, with their kindred
Copperheads of the North, would always elect the
President and control Congress.

The laws passed on the 2d and the 23d of March
were war measures and presupposed a continuance
of war conditions. The Lincoln-Johnson state
governments were overturned; Congress fixed the
qualifications of voters for that time and for
the future; and the President, shorn of much of
his constitutional power, could exercise but little
control over the military government. Nothing
that a State might do would secure restoration
until it should ratify the Fourteenth Amendment
to the Federal Constitution. The war had been
fought upon the theory that the old Union must
be preserved; but the basic theory of the recon-
struction was that a new Union was to be created.